
 

 

Jim’s Perspective… 
 

2023 Nebraska Legislature 
 
The Legislature convened Wednesday, January 4th.  As you may have read, there are many 

contentious issues that will be debated this session.  It includes Governor Pillen’s proposal to 

change allocation of state school aid and a constitutional amendment requiring voter ID.  This is 

a 90 day session which always includes development of the two-year state budget by the 

Legislature.  With state government ending up with a large surplus of revenue during the 2021-

2022 legislative biennium, there will be an array of substantial new and accelerated tax cuts 

proposed this session.  The Legislature voted to operate pursuant to temporary rules, so there has 

not yet been debate about whether to choose legislative leadership by open and recorded votes 

rather than continuing the nonpartisan Legislature’s tradition of secret balloting through slips of 

paper that are collected from senators and tallied without recording individual votes.  The secret 

ballot process was debated before the Legislature’s Rules Committee yesterday.  No action has 

been taken on the issue. 
 
Through day seven of the session, I have reviewed 390 bills.  At this point, I have 27 bills on my 

“legislative summary” which will be sent to members of the PIA Legislative Committee today.  

This legislative summary is used by the Committee to determine, what, if any, legislative bills 

might be supported or opposed by the PIA.  There must be a unanimous vote by the Committee 

to support or oppose a bill.  Early in the session, I also send a weekly report each Friday to the 

Committee to keep them apprised of action in the Legislature.  I also encourage Committee 

members to reach out to me if they have any concerns about matters that develop in the 

Legislature related to insurance and insurance agents. 
 
The last day to introduce bills is January 18th.  Within about a week after that date, the PIA 

Legislative Committee will meet to discuss and vote on what bills it wants to support or oppose.  

Usually we arrange for a PIA agent to appear at the hearing on a bill we support or oppose and 

provide some information to the committee hearing the bill about our position on the bill. 
 
Bill introduction is proceeding at a pace similar to previous 90-day sessions.  I would guess there 

will be about 650 bills introduced.  So much fun reading for me!  With new leadership in the 

Legislature, and with 17 new senators, things are proceeding slowly.  Legislative Committees 

will begin hearings on legislative bills on Monday, January 23rd and will take place in the 

afternoons through January 30th.  Committees will then be afforded the opportunity for all-day 

hearings from January 30th through February 10th.  All-day floor debate will begin February 13th. 
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